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Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
After a 24-year tenure at Rose-Hulman, Art Western, Dean of Fac-
ulty, is retiring. Western’s ca-
reer spanned five presidents, 
four jobs, and several notable 
events in campus history. But 
after all, that, Western still 
remained true to his original 
passion: teaching.
“Nothing can match teaching, 
there’s no question about that,” 
Western said. 
Western started his career at 
Rose-Hulman after a decades-
long stretch at Montana Col-
lege of Mineral Science and 
Technology, where he was head 
of the Department of Physics 
and Geophysical Engineering. 
After transferring, Western no-
ticed several things that were 
different about Rose-Hulman.
“What I’ve always loved 
about Rose-Hulman is that 
we’re pretty fast on our feet 
– we don’t have a lot of state 
agencies to report to,” Western 
said. “If we decide we want to 
do something, we can make it 
happen with frightening speed. 
There’s a lot more innovation 
and freedom.”
Western’s career at Rose-
Hulman began in the phys-
ics department in 1986, with 
Western an associate profes-
sor; he was granted tenure in 
1988, and took over as depart-
ment head in 1992.
His transition to administra-
tion came in 1999, when West-
ern took the newly created po-
sition of Associate Dean of the 
Faculty. After two years in that 
office, Western took over as In-
terim Dean from Barry Bene-
dict; early in 2002, his position 
was made permanent, and he’s 
held the office since.
Despite having moved to the 
administration side of campus 
– which Western jokingly re-
ferred to as the “dark side” – he 
held on to his first priority and 
taught physics classes for sev-
eral years after his transition. 
He may even continue to teach 
in retirement.
“If Dr. Joenathan found an 
opportunity for me to come 
teach a class from time to 
time, I’d appreciate that,” 
Western said. “It’s my first 
and favorite love.”
During his time here, West-
ern has been witness to many 
notable events, including the 
first admission of women to 
Rose-Hulman and the addition 
of extra degree programs and 
departments to campus.
“Going coed has to come out 
as number one on my list of 
paradigm-changing events for 
the institute,” Western said. 
“Number two on my list would 
be our decision, about a decade 
ago, that no institution could 
make a claim to preeminence in 
engineering if they didn’t have 
a core competence in bioengi-
neering, and hence the explo-
sion in growth of biology and 
bioengineering programs.”
Western also worked with 
five different presidents during 
his time at Rose-Hulman; his 
longest collaboration was with 
Samuel Hulbert, 18 years from 
1986 to Hulbert’s retirement in 
2004. Since then, Western has 
worked well with each succes-
sor to the office.
“I was privileged to work 
with Sam Hulbert for a num-
ber of years, and you have to 
admire all that he was able to 
accomplish,” Western said. 
“I just love Matt Branam; I 
think he’s exactly the right 
guy for the Institute…I’ve 
learned something from each 
and every [president].”
Western’s retirement 
doesn’t take effect until the 
end of the 2010 academic year, 
but he’s already looking back 
on his tenure.
“I’ve enjoyed [my time 
here] immensely,” Western 
said. “I think, ‘what are you 
going to miss?’ and I have 
three answers: people, peo-
ple, and people.”




Japan Airlines Corp. filed for bankruptcy 
protection in Tokyo District Court on Tues-
day due to its 2.32 trillion yen deficit. The 
airline alliance Oneworld, which contains 
JAL, American Airlines, British Airways, 
and 9 other airlines around the world, 
has stated that JAL will remain in the al-
liance. American and British Airways have 
both offered financial incentives to JAL to 
encourage JAL to remain in the alliance. 
Competitor Delta has floated plans to at-
tempt to lure JAL from Oneworld to Delta’s 
SkyTeam. Like many U.S. airlines, JAL will 
continue to operate while restructuring. 
Bloomberg comments that all of the largest 
U.S. carriers except Southwest and Ameri-
can have indeed operated while under 
bankruptcy protection. In 2005, at least 
one-half of U.S. air traffic was conducted 
by carriers under bankruptcy protection.
‘Avatar’ 2-D 
pulled by Chinese 
government
James Cameron’s blockbuster “Avatar” 
is the highest-grossing movie of all time in 
China, pulling in a record $76m. Despite 
its success, the government-run movie dis-
tributor China Film Group has pulled the 
film from more than 1,600 theaters across 
the country, favoring a biography of Con-
fucius instead. Some sources speculate 
that “Avatar” is making the Chinese gov-
ernment uncomfortable because it brings 
attention to the touchy issue of forced evic-
tion; others claim that China simply wants 
to highlight films produced by Chinese 
people. The average run-time for foreign 
films in China is ten days, though Fox ex-
ecutives expected “Avatar” to make an ex-
ception due to its popularity. “Avatar” will 
remain on China’s approximately 900 3-D 
screens for the foreseeable future.
O’Brien up 
in the air
The dispute between Conan O’Brien 
and NBC continues, since NBC claims that 
it has not violated its contract by moving 
O’Brien back to an after-midnight time 
slot. NBC says that O’Brien’s contract con-
tains no language referring to a time slot, 
merely stating that his show will be named 
“The Tonight Show”. Fox, a competing 
network, is now worried that it will have 
a difficult time bringing O’Brien to its air-
waves because of these complications. Of 
course, O’Brien’s legal team thinks differ-
ently about NBC’s contractual obligations; 
both sides have said, however, that a legal 
battle is not likely.
  Ro s e-Hu l m a n In s t I t u t e o f te c H n o l o g y        te R R e Ha u t e,  In d I a n a
o s e  T h o R n
Poker tourney draws a crowd, regular wins
Alex Mullans
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Mark Intihar took the crown 
as this year’s Annual RHA-
sponsored poker tournament, 
held last Saturday in the Kahn 
rooms. For the 9th year run-
ning, Assistant Dean of Student 
Affairs Erik Hayes organized 
and ran the tournament, which 
started around 7:00 p.m. and 
didn’t finish until 1:30 a.m. the 
next Sunday morning. Hayes 
found this year’s tournament 
to be a success: “When you can 
get 100 or more people to come 
out on a Saturday night, when 
they could just as well be doing 
other things or hanging out in 
their rooms, is great!” 
Intihar agreed, saying  “The 
poker tournament is always 
a lot of fun.  This is my fifth 
year at Rose-Hulman (first as 
a graduate student), and I have 
played in every tournament 
since my freshman year. I’ve 
made a couple of final tables 
before this year, but never was 
able to win one.  It was a lot 
of fun to finally take home the 
coveted poker chip set, espe-
cially after being short-stacked 
several times in the final two 
tables of the tournament.” 
Intihar has participated in 
the tournament for his past 5 
years at Rose-Hulman.
Initially, Hayes expressed 
some concern for attendance 
of the tournament, given the 
change from the usual Friday 
night to this year’s Saturday, 
as well as the concurrently air-
ing Indianapolis Colts/Balti-
more Ravens playoff game. For 
those who may have missed 
it, the game culminated with 
a 20-3 win for the Colts. 126 
people signed up to play at this 
year’s tournament, and 114 of 
those actually ended up play-
ing; the turnout, while not a 
record, was certainly well up 
to past years.
Art Western, Dean of Faculty, announced an end to his 24-year 
employement of Rose-Hulman. His tenure at Rose-Hulman in-
cludes 16 years of instruction.
Tim Ekl / Rose Thorn
In  thi s  i s sue  of  the  Rose  Thorn. . .
 fRIday, JanuaRy 22, 2010 Rose-Hulman.edu/tHoRn/ Volume 45, Issue 14
T h e
NEWS - PAGE 3 ENTERTAINMENT - PAGE 4 SPORTS - PAGE 7OPINIONS - PAGE 6
FLIPSIDE - PAGE 8




Can you fit it?
Rose Athletes 
take top honors3
MLK Day - Remembering 
      a legacy
This just in...








The Monkey’s Best 
Bananas of 2009
news
Participants — Nicholas Franks, Mark Intihar, and William 
Gros — relish in their glory by reaching the final table of the 
Annual Resident Housing Association Poker Tournment. 
Nicholas Addante / Rose Thorn
living












The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. THREE DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Office (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors.  The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose Thorn
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.





“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays



































VSJ, IUYN NHAU TPAUPIU STQT JPB 
_ _ _,  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _
IHG JPB’VU S XPR, JPB TSJ JUT!
_ _ _  _ _’_ _ _  _  _ _ _, _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _  !
Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by deciphering the following quote and figure 
out from which movie the quote is.  Each letter represents a 
different letter in the alphabet.
Hint (Solution = Crypto):
S = A   K = B    O = C
	 Find	the	answers	to	all	Rose	Thorn	puzzles	at:
	 	 	 	http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn
Movie Quote of the WeekRHIT-oric Search
Now	Leasing




Now renting for 3rd quarter, summer, and next fall, ef-
ficiencies, studios, and one bedroom units at Sharp Flats 
East, a student community located one light east of 
RHIT (0.5 miles).  Our efficiencies and studios include 
all utilities.  We have furnished and unfurnished units, 
free WiFi, great maintenance, pet friendly, and delicious 
Rollie’s Pizza on our grounds.  
Check us out at sharpflats.com, or contact us for a tour at 
sharpflats@gmail.com or (812) 877-1146.
Now	renting	for	fall
Studios, 1-10 bedroom units and houses on or near 
south 6th street.  Check us out at sharpflats.com or 























3110 = 41 _ 98 _ 67 _ 65 _ 15
Instructions:
Using addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplication (x), and di-
vision (/), solve the puzzle by using all the given numbers only 
once to equal the Magic Number.
Magic Numbers
All unattributed content on this page was written by Alex Mullans, Sports Editor.
Ellie Applen
U W i r e P R
Red Bull Flugtag is flying across 
the U.S. this summer with five 
events from coast to coast! This 
outrageous flying competition will 
kick off the year in Miami on July 
10th, followed by a debut in Min-
nesota’s Twin Cities on July 24th, 
a flight into Southern California’s 
Long Beach Harbor on August 
7th, and a mile-high trip to Denver 
on August 28th. Philadelphia will 
host the final U.S. Red Bull Flug-
tag of 2010 along the banks of the 
Delaware River on September 4th.
Applications can be downloaded 
at www.redbullflugtagusa.com 
and are now being accepted either 
online or via snail-mail. If you’ve 
got the guts, want the glory, or just 
know someone you’d like to push 
off a 30-foot high ramp, don’t miss 
what could be the flight of your life!
WINGS OF WISDOM
For all first-time flyers, Red 
Bull Flugtag, which means “flying 
day” in German, is a competition 
that dares both the brave and the 
brainy to design, build and pilot 
homemade flying machines off 
a 30-foot high ramp in hopes of 
achieving human-powered flight. 
But don’t be fooled – this is no or-
dinary flying competition. While 
distance is important, creativity 
and showmanship are necessary 
to impress the judges. These crite-
ria have inspired such outrageous 
crafts as a sky-high Popemobile, 
an airborne outhouse, a flying fire 
engine, and even a replica of Santa 
and his sleigh to test their wings at 
Red Bull Flugtag.
While the sky may be the limit 
on creativity, there are still a few 
flight regulations. First off, all 
flying machines must be entirely 
human-powered (no external 
energy sources or stored power, 
so forget about the slingshots, 
catapults or anything besides 
your own burliness.) Second, 
no matter what they say, size 
does matter – all crafts must be 
less than 30 feet wide and must 
weigh no more than 450lbs (in-
cluding the pilot).
SETTING THE BAR
Since the first Red Bull Flug-
tag took place in Vienna, Austria, 
in 1991, more than 80 Flugtags 
have been held around the globe, 
attracting up to 300,000 specta-
tors for a single event. The record 
for the farthest flight-to-date cur-
rently stands at 195 feet and was 
set at Red Bull Flugtag Austria in 
2000, but the U.S. record is not 
far behind, standing at 155 feet 
and set in 2007 at Red Bull Flug-
tag Nashville. After a year away 
from the U.S. skies, the pressure 
is on for this year’s Flugtag flyers 
to blow these records away!
Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
This week, Rose-Hulman stu-
dents were treated to a special se-
ries of events commemorating civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  The events, which were 
organized by the President’s Office 
and the Diversity Council, began 
on Monday, January 18th, with 
a convocation in Hatfield Hall by 
award-winning Vigo County educa-
tor Katherine Utley.  
Utley has taught Latin and Eng-
lish for 41 years, primarily at Terre 
Haute North High School.  She has 
attended five National Endowment 
of the Humanities Summer Semi-
nar and Institutes and was awarded 
an honorary degree from Rose-
Hulman in 2002.  She has received 
several teaching awards, such 
as Rose-Hulman’s Excellence in 
Teaching Award, the Vigo County 
excellence in Teaching Award, and 
WTHI-TV’s Golden Apple Award. 
Her speaking experience includes 
several colleges, universities, and 
public assemblies.  The speech, en-
titled “A Dream Deferred,” focused 
on the legacy of King’s famous “I 
Have a Dream” speech.  It reiter-
ated King’s call to action, and em-
phasized that the realization of this 
dream depends upon us even today.
On Wednesday, the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Student Leadership 
Dinner recognized Rose-Hulman 
student leaders and  the winners of 
this year’s MLK Art Competition. 
The entries for the competition 
are displayed prominently in the 
Union Lobby.  This year’s winners 
were Jonwon Son in first place, 
Emily Yedina in second, and Elaine 
MacAslan in third.  
Thomas Reives, a graduate stu-
dent studying engineering manage-
ment, was the keynote speaker for 
the MLK Jr. Student Leadership 
Dinner.  Reives earned the North 
American Interfraternity Confer-
ence’s 2009 Award of Distinction 
due to his involvement in Alpha Tau 
Omega, which provided an outlet 
for his developing leadership skills.
Also, the Diversity Council pre-
sented MLK Leadership awards to 
students for their promotion and 
advancement of mutual respect, 
understanding and appreciation 
for diversity, contributions toward 
improving the lives of others, par-
ticularly the underserved, through 
leadership and service, and serving 
as a role model within the commu-
nity and college.  The winners of 
this year’s awards were Kacie Dow-
ers, Thomas Reives, Robert Wil-
liamson, Ejimofor Oruche, Keegan 
Superville, and Kristen Latta.
To the organizers, the week’s 
events reaffirmed Rose-Hulman’s 
commitment to creating a climate 
that recognizes diversity.  To quote 
Dr. Mark Minster, chair of the Di-
versity Council: “We believe that 
the ability to understand and work 
cooperatively with people of differ-
ent backgrounds and experiences 
will be essential for the future suc-
cess of our students, our institution 
and our nation.”
Rose honors MLK legacy
Katherine Utley, local high school teacher and award-winning speak-
er, presents on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day at Rose-Hulman’s convo-
cation in Hatfield Hall.
Rose-Hulman News
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Ready for 
takeoff! 
The Redbull Flugtag 
returns to U.S. 
this summer
Jenny Knauer
I n d i a n a  S t a t e s m a n
Nicole Mauntel volunteered 
cleaning out the Terre Haute 
Children’s Museum basement 
Monday afternoon during the 
nation-wide Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day of Service.
As Mauntel, a senior social 
studies education major, headed 
down to clean out the basement 
of the museum, she said she has 
been participating in the day of 
service since her freshman year 
at ISU.
“I have participated in it every 
year,” she said, “and every time, I 
learn something different. “
She said she participates in the 
event because she enjoys helping 
the community and meeting new 
people.
There were a lot of students 
volunteering at the Children’s 
Museum for multiple purposes.
Megan Miller, a freshman 
nursing major, said she was par-
ticipating in the day of service to 
acquire community service hours 
for one of her nursing classes.
“I will probably help out again 
next year,” Miller said. “I like to 
try and help my community.”
Hilary Tumey, a freshman 
nursing major, said she is also 
volunteering at the museum for 
community service hours needed 
for a nursing class.
“I used to help in my home-
town by doing volunteer work,” 
Tumey said. “It’s just something 
I like to do.”
Students worked, lifting heavy 
exhibits, for a total of five hours 
Monday afternoon.
The task was to clear out old 
exhibits and revamp them to add 
to some of the present exhibits.
Even a few of the employees 
of the museum helped with the 
students volunteers for the day of 
service.
Tess Jacks, the administrative 
assistant for the museum, said 
she has worked there for the past 
four years and has participated in 
the day of service every year for 
the museum.
Most student volunteers en-
joyed helping out for the day of 
service at the museum.
“I like to give back to my com-
munity,” Tumey said. “I plan on 
participating in the day ofservice 
again next year.”
Erin Hickam
I n d i a n a  S t a t e s m a n
When more than a dozen stu-
dents at Indiana State arrived to 
begin their service for Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day, none of them 
realized that while they helped 
their community by making safe-
sex kits, they also would get an 
impromptu sex education.
Wabash Valley’s People At-
tempting To Help (PATH) had 
volunteers put together safe-sex 
kits in Dede I, and in addition, 
the volunteers got to learn how 
to properly put on a condom and 
use other barrier devices.
PATH, a subgroup of Ameri-
corp, specializes in HIV/AIDS 
prevention and awareness 
through sex education.
Candace Florence, a junior 
public health major, helped to 
organize the group at the Day of 
Service.
She said she volunteers with 
PATH to help raise sexual health 
awareness because it is a subject 
that is important for everyone to 
be educated on.
Jody Grieb, executive director 
of the local chapter of PATH, said 
they had the group make safe-sex 
kits because the Wabash Valley 
center gives out over 1,000 of 
them a month to help encourage 
safe sex.
Not only did the volunteers 
put the condoms, lubricants and 
other sex products in the bags, 
they were also given some infor-
mation about safe sex and HIV/
AIDS prevention tips.
Grieb said, there were more 
new cases of HIV/AIDS in Vigo 
County in 2009 than in 2007 and 
2008 combined.
“People think that you can 
just look at someone and be able 
to tell whether or not they have 
HIV, but that just isn’t the case,” 
Grieb said.
“Everyone needs to get tested,” 
said Charles Wence, a volunteer 
for PATH and a human services 
major at Ivy Tech Community 
College.
PATH offers free HIV testing 
using an oral swab. Results come 
in afer about 20 minutes.
Volunteers also travel to differ-
ent campus events and do por-
table testing.
The next event will be Feb. 6 
at the National Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day. They will per-
form on-site tests and will also be 
giving educational presentations.
“Just know you’re at risk,” 
Grieb said. “It’s important to pro-
tect yourself and your partner.”
Students help 
renovate, reorganize 
Terre Haute Children’s Museum
ISU community uses MLK Day 
to help others; Students find their 
PATH to safe-sex
Gary Berry
G u e s t  W r i t e r
For many nerds like me, Bat-
man is the holy grail of awesome, 
beside Chuck Norris and Rambo. 
In the “Justice League of Amer-
ica” comics, Batman hangs with 
superheroes who could dominate 
the world in the blink of an eye. 
He acts as the moral conscience 
for the group, along with the 
Green Arrow, since they have 
no super powers and serve to re-
mind the other heroes why peo-
ple need them. He’s also the safe-
guard between the heroes and 
the regular people; now that Su-
perman has gone rogue, Batman 
keeps a piece of kryptonite and 
has a plan to kill or disable every 
superhero who has ever crossed 
the pages of Justice League. Bat-
man is the man in black, but ev-
ery game based on him has been 
terrible; there have been about 
thirty games based on the caped 
crusaderand all have been me-
diocre or worse. Not one ever got 
the feel of how it was to really be 
the Batman.
So, how did “Batman: Arkham 
Asylum” get it right? Is it that the 
story makes sense? Is the game 
more than a platformer where 
you chuck batarangs at enemies? 
Is there voice acting  that doesn’t 
sound like the developer’s fami-
lies came in to do it? The answer 
is all of the above. 
The story takes place in Bat-
man’s villain resort, Arkham Asy-
lum. He has rounded up almost 
all his enemies and locked them 
away. Also, an incident at Black 
Water Prison has resulted in the 
Joker’s muscular thugs being 
transferred to Arkham. As Bat-
man is putting the Joker away, 
the villain escapes and takes over 
Arkham. Now it’s up to Batman 
to fight thugs and villains, put 
everyone back in their cells, and 
stay alive long enough for rein-
forcements to arrive. 
Combat has a rhythm to it; as 
you land more and more hits, you 
build up a combo and earn more 
points. At first you will cringe 
when you have to fight five bare-
handed thugs, but near the end 
you won’t flinch as you take on 
twelve thugs with bats, tasers, 
and pipes, but here’s a simple 
fact: he ain’t bulletproof. 
That’s when stealth and fear 
play a role; you will walk into 
rooms where all the thugs have 
guns, a rather intimidating thing. 
That’s when you sneak around 
and take them out one by one. As 
each of the thugs are taken out 
they become more fearful and 
anxious. They’ll start to pair up 
and shoot at any noise, so you’ll 
need to split them up or take 
them out with a well-placed bata-
rang. 
Finally, if you’re like me you 
grew up watching “Batman: The 
Animated Series” and watched it 
religiously. Well, good news ev-
eryone: Kevin Connroy and Mark 
Hamill, a.k.a. the voices of Bat-
man and the Joker, reprise their 
roles.
Basically, if you don’t play 
this game, you should be sent to 
Arkham. Period.
The Rose ThornEntErtainmEnt4
If there has ever been one man 
you’ve wanted to see win in a fist-
fight, it’s the Batman. 
http://www.ensellitis.com
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• “Hazards of Love”
by The Decemberists
• “It’s Not You, It’s Me”
by Lily Allen






• “Julian Plenti is... Skyscraper”
by Julian Plenti
• “Popular Songs”
by Yo La Tengo
Metal/Loud Rock
• “Crack the Skye” 
by Mastadon
• “Axe to Fall”
by Converge
• “World Painted Blood”
by Slayer
Punk/Ska
• “Iron Front” 
by Strike Anywhere





• “The Spirit of Apollo”
by N.A.S.A
• “It’s Blitz” 
by Yeah Yeah Yeahs




• “Legend of the Black 
Shawrama” 
by Infected Mushroom














Best bananas of 2009
Interpol singer/guitarist sets 
himself apart on this solo project, 
running the gamut from soulful 
acoustic songs to bellowing guitar 
anthems.”
Bridgette Haflich, ChE ‘13
“Julian Plenti is a...Skyscraper”
• • •
Tells the tale of a woman 
named Margaret who is ravaged 
by a shape-shifting animal; her 
love, William; a forest queen; and 
a cold-blooded, lascivious rake. 
A concept album in the best pos-
sible way, with track IDs thrown 
in for sanity’s sake.
Xander Huff, EE Grad.
“The Hazards of Love”
• • •
While still maintaining their 
original sound, they sound good 
and not like 80’s music.
Zak Rubin, CPE ‘11
“Sounds of the Universe”
• • •
This feels like the lost 
soundtrack to “The Breakfast 
Club” and other John Hughes 
films. And that’s a good thing. 
Precise yet effortless synth rock.
Ben Smith, SE ‘10
“Wolfganf Amadeus Phoenix”
• • •
If you never go into dance 
rock this is the album to listen to 
first. Karen O and company have 
put together a solid collection of 
songs that will keep your head 
bobbing and feet moving.
Guy Chriqui, ME ‘11
“It’s Blitz!”
• • •
Ear-catching guitar riffs that 
won’t leave you alone. Makes you 
feel awesome when you listen to 
it.
Bridgette Haflich, ChE ‘13
“Shaka Rock”
• • •
Slayer re-solidified their 
reputation as one of the fast-
est, angriest thrash metal band 
in 2009 with their latest album, 
World Painted Blood. Filled with 
the blistering guitar work and raw 
sound that the band is known for, 
the album will impress old and 
new Slayer fans alike.
Adam Churchill, ChE ‘11
“World Painted Blood”
I am the Batman!
See the body count!


























Glory of Heracles 
(DS)Photos attributed to: http://www.buddyhead.com, http://www.pastemagazine.com, http://www.ratey-
ourmusic.com, http://www.wordpress.com, http://www.amiestreet.com, http://www.daddecent.com, 
http://www.matadorecords.com
Kurtis Zimmerman
W e b m a s t e r
Waking up with a headache 
last week was not a good sign. 
When it escalated into an annoy-
ing fever with chills and sweat, I 
realized what I never wanted to 
be true:  I’m sick.  
That day was miserable for 
me, trudging from class to class 
with an irritating migraine 
latching onto my shadow.  The 
next day, I woke up with a ter-
rible cough and my throat felt 
like I had swallowed sandpaper; 
I had failed at avoiding whatever 
was going around. I hope I can 
help you avoid being bedridden 
for a day or two.
One of the most important 
things to remember about col-
lege is that we are all constantly 
close to one another.  This is 
not a massive campus and with 
a couple thousand students, a 
couple hundred faculty, and 
staff on top of that, germs are 
going to spread like wildfire. 
So while it would be difficult to 
avoid people altogether, keep-
ing a distance from those who 
are sick or keeping your distance 
if you are already sick is a keen 
idea.  If it takes missing a great 
party on the weekend or missing 
the Friday night movie, that may 
just be a necessary sacrifice.
Since you are going to be home 
on the weekend, a great way to help 
yourself is to keep your room clean. 
Luckily, the housekeepers here do a 
wonderful job of keeping the living 
spaces clean for us, from sparkling 
up the bathrooms to changing our 
sheets, but it may take some extra 
effort from you to keep things sani-
tary and clean.  Dirty laundry and 
old food are breeding grounds for 
germs and viruses.  
After a long day of cleaning 
up your personal space, a long 
night of sleep will probably feel 
great.  For most sick people, 
getting a decent amount of sleep 
typically isn’t a problem, but 
don’t let unfinished work get in 
the way of getting healthy.  Talk 
to your professor or supervisor 
to work out any deadline issues 
if you are not feeling up to par. 
If you get in touch with them 
soon enough, most of them will 
understand the problem and be 
fairly lenient.
Perhaps the most important 
tip is to take care of your body. 
Washing your hands, exercising, 
and eating correctly will provide 
you with the necessary nutrition 
to stay healthy and fight an illness 
once it nabs you.  Drinking plenty 
of fluids will help clean out your 
system and flush out as much of 
the problem as possible.  Starting 
a healthy habit while you’re sick 
is not the ideal plan, but it is cer-
tainly better than nothing.
If you have avoided the sick-
ness so far, chances are some-
thing is bound to hit you soon. 
Every day I hear more and more 
people coughing and sneez-
ing.  By following a few routine 
precautions like washing your 
hands, sleeping regularly, and 
drinking plenty of water and 
juices, you may be able to avoid 
whatever is “going around.”
Melissa Schwenk
L i v i n g  E d i t o r
I’m not super athletic but I’m 
relatively content with my body; 
the only time I feel bad about 
myself is when I get winded 
climbing the stairs after eating 
my after lunch ice cream cone. 
I know I should work out more, 
but when I work out alone it’s 
hard to get motivated; when I 
work out with other people, I 
feel bad about myself.  That’s 
why I love intramurals.  
To be honest, I didn’t work out 
the entire first quarter.  I went 
to swing club every Tuesday and 
danced each weekend whenever 
possible, but making the effort 
to put on sneakers and go for a 
run was too much for me.  When 
winter intramurals came around, 
I immediately signed up for 
three leagues.  I’m not competi-
tive enough to be on a legitimate 
team, but IM volleyball gave me 
an outlet for all the pent-up frus-
tration I had.  Homework can be 
exasperating, but pounding the 
ball over the net helped me to 
unwind and relax.  
While some people in intra-
murals are very competitive and 
over the top, most teams just 
want to have fun.  Even the most 
unathletic person can have a 
good time (believe me, I know!). 
Plus, going to intramurals is a 
good segue to going to the gym. 
Once I started going to the SRC 
for IM volleyball, I wanted to 
work out a couple times a week 
as well.  Even if you don’t join 
three teams for every sport you 
enjoy playing, IMs are a great 
way to stay active.  
Intramurals are also a great 
way to meet people.  I joined a 
commuter team this year and 
met a great group of guys who 
don’t harass me too much when 
I don’t quite get the ball over the 
net, and joining the Alpha Chi 
Sigma team helped me to get 
to know my brothers.  With the 
wide variety of sports offered as 
intramurals, everyone can find a 
team they’d enjoy.  
While I’ll probably never win 
the Most Valuable Player award or 
discover I belong on the school’s 
varsity team, intramurals are a 
highlight of my week.  The more 
I can stay fit and healthy without 
any extra effort, the better.  So 
when your SA or Social Director 
starts asking for people to sign 
up for spring intramurals, don’t 
hesitate, don’t blink, just sign up 
and go have some fun.  At worst, 
you’ll get your heart rate up.  At 
best, you might find a new person 
to spend time with.  You never 
know.  Happy IMing!  
I love intramural sports Ladies’ Man
Avoiding what’s going around
Sneezing and coughing into your sleeve or a tissue can help cut down on the number of germs you 
spread.  No one wants to be the kid who starts an epidemic on campus.  
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us
Elliot Simon
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Dear Ladies’ Man,
Two of my friends met over 
break.  One goes here and the 
other to a school a couple hours 
away.  Do you have any advice 
for them before they get them-
selves into a long distance rela-
tionship?
-Far Far Away
Dear Far Far Away,
Long distance relationships 
are a respectable means of court-
ship, from soldiers leaving girl-
friends and wives at home to 
high school sweethearts separat-
ing briefly while one (or both) 
gets a degree.  
In the elegant terms of an ear-
lier time, “Absence makes the 
heart grow fonder.”  Long dis-
tance relationships have benefits 
including the inability to inter-
rupt you without your consent, 
as well as the incapability to 
break an attempt at chastity for 
those so inclined.  
There are obvious drawbacks, 
such as only seeing them in per-
son when you have free time (so 
breaks, maybe a weekend once 
in a while?), and trusting them 
enough to deal with the people 
they meet every day without 
compromising your relationship. 
I realize you CS types may 
have that all figured out (with 
the advent of the internet, cheap 
webcams, and Facebook, any 
information you could possibly 
want is only a click away…), but 
the rest of us need to deal with 
any possible fidelity issues.  The 
simplest solution is to just not 
have them.  If you get over such 
issues, they’ll be a skeleton in the 
closet for the rest of your rela-
tionship, so general avoidance is 
the only way.  Just make sure you 
completely trust your partner, 
or, barring that, don’t care.  
One final consideration before 
embarking on such an emotional 
roller coaster is that you’re only 
apart until one of you gradu-
ates, and then someone has to 
move and join the other.  In 
other words, if your relationship 
makes it beyond long distance, 
then you’ve reached a pivotal 
point:   deciding just how com-
mitted you really are.  Finally, 
remember that, like in any other 
relationship, respect and trust go 
a long way.  
Friday, January 22, 2010 Living 5
Kayla Pence, a sophomore Chemical Engineering major, takes time out of her busy schedule to enjoy 
a friendly game of volleyball.  
Tim Ekl / Rose Thorn
Don’t like what you see?  
Think you can do better?
Prove it! 
Write an article and send it to 
living@rose-hulman.edu
Melissa Schwenk
L i v i n g  E d i t o r
As much as I try to not play the “My life sucks 
more than yours” game, I have to complain about 
something that always gets me down:  Clothing 
sizes.  No one wants to wake up for class and re-
alize the new jeans you 
brought are numeri-
cally the right size but 
don’t fit.  
Guys have less of a 
problem; it’s pretty 
hard to mess up sizes 
based on inches.  How 
I long for a day when 
I, too, can just say two 
numbers and have 
jeans that fit not only my waist but also my height. 
As much as we are told that women come in many 
different shapes and sizes, our clothes just don’t 
reflect that.  
Most stores in the mall only carry three lengths 
(short, average, and tall) and seven hip sizes 
(00,0,2,4,6,8,10).  That’s only 21 different sizes. 
Additionally, the lengths aren’t consistent be-
tween the hip sizes.  Smaller sizes tend to run 
shorter, adding even more confusion.  Those of 
us who need a different inseam than those offered 
must either make friends with a tailor or learn to 
deal with pants that we trip over or that show our 
ankles.  
It’s bad enough that our sizing method makes-
no sense, but on top of 
that we must also mem-
orize our size at differ-
ent stores.  Understand-
ably, each store has their 
own styles in an attempt 
to draw customers in a 
market with many sub-
stitutes.  However, when 
a girl can be a 6, 8, or 10 
(sizewise, not as a mea-
sure of hotness) depending on the store, trying on 
clothes can be frustrating.  
Let’s let the fashion industry know that their 
sizing method doesn’t fit our needs or our bodies. 
Let’s write to designers asking for more consistent 
sizes based on something tangible, like inches. 
Let’s stand up for our right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of the perfect pair of jeans.  
William Mruzek
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Numbers are important to modern-day society. 
They are the foundation of mathematics. They help 
companies, scientists and researchers easily iden-
tify and organize objects. Computers examine and 
manipulate sets of numbers for large-scale mathe-
matical and statistical analysis. The operations used 
on numbers help open up many career opportuni-
ties in physics, computer science, engineering and 
business. It can easily be argued that numbers have 
improved life exponentially. (Even “exponentially” 
would not be comprehensible without the concept 
of numbers.) But realize this: many times you have 
been referred to as a number.
Take, for instance, college admission. Schools 
such as Harvard, Princeton, MIT, Stanford, and In-
diana University receive tens of thousands of appli-
cations per year. The amount of information to ana-
lyze is overwhelming. To deal with that, they select a 
group of applicants from the pool by looking at ACT 
and SAT test scores. But how are test scores a rep-
resentation of an individual’s character, passion, or 
life goals? It is as if intelligence level and test-taking 
skills are the only aspects of a person that matter to 
the schools. Some might argue that other portions 
are on the application to guard against marginaliza-
tion based on test scores. But even so, the average 
test scores of top tier schools clearly trend toward 
the higher range.
People are numbers in lecture halls of bigger 
schools. Personally, I remember attending a couple 
of lectures while visiting Kansas State 
University. The classes were both “in-
tro to” classes, each with about four 
hundred to five hundred seats. While 
I sat there it was as if the professor 
was a celebrity on stage—untouch-
able except at the stage door. Even 
though I was just visiting, I’m sure 
the sociology professor couldn’t name 
the two students that were sitting on 
either side of me. This affirms that a 
person’s name is lost in lieu of a more 
“efficient” yet cold-hearted identifica-
tion.
In determining college financial 
aid, the FAFSA is determined primar-
ily by numbers. The rules are rigid 
and processes automated by comput-
ers. A student could lose out on an ex-
tra $5000 in aid if his or her family 
income is only two thousand dollars 
above a certain income mark. Major 
financial circumstances can change 
from the previous  year’s tax data and 
can significantly affect a student’s op-
portunity.
Turning away from education, dis-
crimination by numbers appears in 
the business world as well. Insurance 
companies solely focus on numbers 
involving their customers. It’s not 
taboo to hear about about a person 
being denied coverage due to cost or a pre-existing 
condition—showing that the client is a potentially 
foreseen liability. Larger businesses are similar to 
this bias in employment. They see employees as a 
liability to their production and image. Employers 
may deny an interview by focusing on GPA. If bud-
gets are short, the “higher-ups” decide to cut a num-
ber of employees, giving the managers the hard job 
of picking who is disposable.
Businesses don’t start out like this. They start 
small, then expand. Smaller businesses keep the 
name of both their employees and their customers 
intact. But when the business leader decides to ex-
pand, more management is needed—unfortunately 
at the expense of the intimacy they once held with 
whom they are affiliated. Their customers become 
companies rather than individuals. The close atten-
tion to clients is lost in favor of reaping profit.
Looking at these examples of representing peo-
ple as numbers, a clear pattern of marginalization 
based on numbers can be seen. Not every business, 
school, or industry has the time to examine a person 
as a whole. Therefore they use numbers as a filter. 
Who can blame them? Numbers are simple, people 
are complex. They feel the best choice is to limit 
their options so as to avoid liabilities. But, that also 
comes with the danger of losing out on an asset.
People are dynamic and can never be defined by 
numbers alone. A person has his or her talents and 
faults. When talents, goals, thoughts, and especially 





Let’s let the fashion industry 
know that their sizing meth-
od just doesn’t fit our needs 
or our bodies.
Challenge. Draw lines to connect the numbers in various 
ways— your phone number, your SAT score, etc.
http://ktliterary.com
Not that you necessarily care, but here are my picks for best of 
the decade.
Some of these are subjective, sure. But, to be blunt, they’re better 
than the ones you voted for, which appeared in last week’s Thorn. 
In 2000, most of you were, what, 10? Ten years is a long time.
And those of you who voted for Taylor Swift and Miley Cyrus: an 
instant loss of credibility. A strawberry wine cooler is, objectively, 
not as good as a Shiraz. A can of Natty Ice is not a bottle of West-
malle Tripel. John Grisham is not George Eliot. Love the former all 
you want. But the latter challenge, delight, reward, and develop. 
They can be enjoyed again and again on multiple levels. They speak 
to what it means to be alive.
And if these lists make you cranky, remember this is an Opinions 
page. It’s my opinion that taste can be taught.
Life, liberty, and... the pursuit 
of the perfect jeans?
Best Movies (director)
1. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (Michel Gondry)
2. Memento (Christopher Nolan)
3. Children of Men (Alfonso Cuarón)
4. No Country for Old Men (Joel and Ethan Coen)
5. The Royal Tenenbaums (Wes Anderson)
6. Almost Famous (Cameron Crowe)
7. Kill Bill (Quentin Tarantino)
8. Amélie (Jean-Pierre Jeunet)
9. There Will Be Blood (P.T. Anderson)
10. The Dark Knight (Nolan Brothers)
11. Y Tu Mamá También (Cuarón)
12. The Departed (Martin Scorcese)
13. Lost in Translation (Sofia Coppola)
14. Up (Pete Docter)
15. Capturing The Friedmans (Andrew Jarecki)
Thorn Top Five: Dark Knight, Lord of the Rings, Avatar, Up, Star Trek
Best TV Shows (station)
The top five of which are better than the best films of the decade
1. The Wire (HBO) – Euripides good, Shakespeare good
2. Mad Men (AMC)
3. Arrested Development (FOX)
4. The Sopranos (HBO)
5. The Office (BBC)
6. The Daily Show (Comedy Central)
7. Deadwood (HBO)
8. 30 Rock (NBC)
9. Battlestar Galactica (Sci-Fi)
10. Six Feet Under (HBO)
11. Anthony Bourdain: No Reservations (Travel)
12. Lost (ABC)
13. That Mitchell and Webb Look (BBC)
14. Curb Your Enthusiasm (HBO)
15. Mythbusters (Discovery)
Thorn Top Five: You didn’t have this category.
Best Games (creator)




3. Fallout 3 (Bethesda Game Studios)
4. Madden NFL (Electric Arts Tiburon)
5. Bioshock (Irrational Games)
6. World of Warcraft (Blizzard Entertainment)
7. Rockband (Harmonix Music Systems)
8. Mario Kart Wii (Nintendo)
9. Half-Life 2 (Valve)
10. Call of Duty 4 (Infinity Ward)
11. Any Grand Theft Auto (Rockstar North)
12. Elder Scrolls 4: Oblivion (Bethesda Game Studios)
13. Wii Sports (Nintendo)
14. The Sims (Maxis)
15. Guitar Hero (Red Octave)
Thorn Top Five: Halo, Call of Duty: Modern Warfare, Call of Duty 
Modern: Warfare II, Halo 3, Portal
Mark Minster
Best Albums (artist)
With a little indie slant
1. Elephant, White Stripes (Jack White is easily the musician of the 
decade)
2. Kid A (Radiohead)
3. Stankonia (OutKast)
4. Yankee Hotel Foxtrot (Wilco)
5. The College Dropout (Kanye West)
6. Time: The Revelator (Gillian Welch)
7. Come On Feel the Illinoise (Sufjan Stevens)
8. The Blueprint (Jay-Z)
9. Middle Cyclone (Neko Case)
10. Armchair Apocrypha (Andrew Bird)
11. The Crane Wife (The Decemberists)
12. The Electric Version (The New Pornographers)
13. You Are Free (Cat Power)
14. Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots (The Flaming Lips)
15. A Rush of Blood to the Head (Coldplay)
Thorn Top Five: Fearless (Taylor Swift—please), American Idiot 
(Green Day), Stadium Arcadium (Red Hot Chili Peppers—by no means 
their best), Tha Carter III (Li’l Wayne), Discovery (Daft Punk)
Marginalization by numbers
Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman Institute of Tech-
nology senior shortstop Tim Tepe 
(Cincinnati, Ohio/Elder) has been 
named a first-team preseason All-
American by d3baseball.com, in re-
sults released today by the website.
Tepe earned first-team All-
American honors from the Ameri-
can Baseball Coaches Association 
and was a second-team d3baseball.
com All-American last season.
Tepe was also named the Ameri-
can Baseball Coaches Association 
Mideast Region Player of the Year 
last spring after batting .485 with 
a .792 slugging percentage, 87 hits, 
57 runs scored and a 28-game hit-
ting streak.
His efforts helped lead Rose-
Hulman to its second consecutive 
trip to the NCAA Division III Tour-
nament in 2009.  The Fightin’ En-
gineers return eight starters and 
over 90% of the pitching innings 
from last year’s squad this season. 
Over the last two years, Rose-Hul-
man has compiled a total record of 
64-29 with one Heartland Colle-
giate Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment championship.
Tepe joined former Rose-Hul-
man pitchers Andy Cain, Michael 
Matsui and Eric Tryon as an All-
American during his Fightin’ En-
gineer baseball career last season. 
The d3baseball.com national top 
25 poll is scheduled for release 
later this week.
Rose-Hulman basket-
ball falls to Hanover’s 
strong defense




Hanover College relied on a 
strong defensive effort to top the 
Rose-Hulman men’s basketball 
team 54-34 on Wednesday night.
The Panthers held the Engi-
neers to 23% shooting in the 
contest and placed four players 
in double figures with a balanced 
effort.
Ryan Nowicki led Hanover 
with 14 points.  Mike Case, Jake 
Inman and Mitchell Meyer add-
ed 10 points each.
Sophomore Jason Haslag 
(Linn, Mo./Helias Interparrish) 
led the Rose-Hulman offense 
with 10 points.  Sophomore 
Evan Sanders (Mitchell) came 
off the bench for eight points for 
the Engineers.
Freshman Jon Gerken (Defi-
ance, Ohio/Tinora) contributed 
five points to the Engineer effort, 
and senior C.J. Tuskan (Cicero/
Hamilton Heights) matched a 
career-high with four points.
Hanover improved to 7-9 
overall and 4-4 in league play, 
while Rose-Hulman dropped to 
6-11 and 2-6 in HCAC games. 
The Engineers host Defiance 
College at 3 p.m. on Saturday.





     Rose-Hulman  34




     Rose-Hulman  43
     vs. Hanover   76
Track and Field
January 16
     Rose-Hulman  Five wins
     at Ill. Wesleyan 
Swimming and Diving
January 16
     Rose-Hulman    Men 1st
     vs. Transylvania, Butler          Women 3rd 
Rifle Team
January 16
     Rose-Hulman  4454
     vs. Akron   4569
Sophomore mechanical engineering major James Haslag scored ten 
points to lead the Engineer offense.
Rose-Hulman News
Tim Tepe earns First-Team 
Preseason All-American Honors
Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman freshman Liz 
Evans (Bicknell/North Knox) 
became the first women’s track 
and field athlete in school his-
tory to automatically qualify for 
the NCAA Division III Track and 
Field Nationals with a historic ef-
fort at Illinois Wesleyan on Satur-
day.
Evans recorded a high jump 
vault of 5’ 8” that would have been 
the best mark in the nation dur-
ing the 2009 NCAA Division III 
indoor season. 
Her effort surpassed the auto-
matic qualifying standard of 5’ 
7 1/2” and earns Evans a spot in 
the NCAA Division III Indoor Na-
tional Championships at DePauw 
University in March.
Sophomore Sutton Coleman 
(Lebanon, Va.) provisionally qual-
ified for the NCAA Division III In-
door Nationals with his winning 
mark of 46’ 5 1’2” in the men’s 
triple jump. Coleman earned All-
American honors in the 400-me-
ter intermediate hurdles as a 
freshman in 2009.
Rose-Hulman compiled a total 
of five winners against two of the 
nation’s top NCAA Division III 
opponents in Illinois Wesleyan 
and Washington University.  In-
dividual winners included junior 
Tony Millhouse (Pleasant Lake/
Angola) in the 600-meter run in a 
time of 1:26.27, and junior Derek 
Bischak (Angola) in the 1,000-me-
ter run in the fourth-best time in 
school history (2:34.64).
The final event of the day 
marked Rose-Hulman’s fifth win. 
The 4-x-400 meter relay team of 
sophomore Graham Blyth (In-
dianapolis/School of Knowledge), 
junior Paul Bouagnon (York, Pa./
Suburban), senior Travis Vander-
berg (Kansas City, Mo./Park Hill) 
and Coleman recorded a time of 
3:25.60 for the fourth best mark 
in school history.
The Engineers also recorded six 
runner-up efforts in the season 
opener, including three school 
records for the women’s squad. 
Senior Melissa Rogers (Craw-
fordsville/Southmont) set a new 
school mark in the 3,000-me-
ter run with a time of 10:36.03. 
Freshman Creasy Clauser (Craw-
fordsville/Southmont) added 
another school record in the 
600-meters in 1:39.66.  Fresh-
man Tonya Colonna (Brecksville, 
Ohio) compiled the third mark in 
the pole vault at 9’ 6 1/4”.
Other runner-up honors in-
cluded Evans with the second 
best long jump mark in school 
history at 16’ 0 1/2”; sophomore 
Micah Aldrich (Indianapolis/
Warren Central) with a time of 
8:53.69 in the 3,000-meter run; 
and sophomore P.J. Schuthlies 
(Dubois/Northeast Dubois) in 
the high jump (6’ 2”).
Rose-Hulman’s day also in-
cluded seven third-place finish-
es, including a tie for third place 
in the men’s pole between fresh-
man Collin Crowson (Dublin, 
Ohio/Jerome) and junior Isaac 
Stockrahm (Scottsburg/Salem) 
at 13’ 5 1/4”.  Other third-place 
individuals included freshman 
Devon Hardman (Mitchell) in 
the high jump with the college’s 
third ranked all-time women’s 
mark of 5’ 0”.
Other third-place finishers 
for the men were freshman Josh 
Selig (Scipio/Jennings County) 
in the 200-meter dash in 23.31 
seconds; freshman Brent Aus-
tgen (Cedar Lake/Hanover 
Central) in the 400-meter dash 
in 52.65 seconds; and senior 
Michael Burris (Terre Haute/
North) in the 55-meter high hur-
dles in 8.12 seconds.  The 4-x-
400 relay team of Augsten, Selig, 
junior Marcus Peck (Indianapo-
lis/Ben Davis) and freshman 
Travis Stallings (Cincinnati, 
Ohio/Colerain) also came home 
third in 3:31.03. 
Rose-Hulman opens its indoor 
track and field home season with 
the Friday Night Invitational 
this weekend, featuring Brescia, 
Franklin, Manchester and select-
ed runners from Indiana State.
Liz Evans: the first NCAA Divi-
sion III National Qualifier in the 
history of Rose-Hulman wom-
en’s track and field.
Rose-Hulman News
Liz Evans automatically qualifies 
for NCAA Nationals; Rose-Hulman 
wins five events at Illinois Wesleyan
Matt Melton
S e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l  s l a c k e r
10. Trade for next week. (Note: not repeatable with same group).
9. Fake a death in the family. Someone far away, don’t get depressing, 
but do disappear for a day for the funeral.
8. Schedule a hot date. They’ll appreciate.
7. Get them a hot date. They’ll assimilate.
6. Be their hot date. They’ll capitulate.
5. Procrastinate until there’s no choice but for them to do it.
4. Bribery with excessive amount of chocolate or beer, whichever would 
be better. [Ed. Note - Great if you’re working with Dr.Inlow]
3. Fake a serious illness. The harder to pronounce the illness, the better.
2. Show unbelievable ineptitude with material at all meetings.
1. Be a girl, mention a certain three letters angrily, threaten details, ac-
cept immediate condolences and apologies.
Did you know that excess fat is the leading cause of looking fat?
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Wacky prof quotes
“Are we sure of a pulse? Now 
I get it.” 
 — Dr. Hanson, creator... 
or destroyer of life?
“Anything having to do with 
wine or chocolate, I think, 
is interesting.” 
 — Dr. Inlow, whose mind 
would be blown if he 
were to be handed a flask 
of chocolate liqueur. 
“Imagine having beer piped 
directly into your home.” 
 — Dr. Grigg, of more 
proletarian tastes than 
Dr. Inlow. 
“Flat beer is bloody terrible!” 
 — Dr. Grigg, regretting 
his rushed installation 
of a pipe leading from 
Sonka’s to his house. 
“Didn’t I give you the thing 
about porn last week?” 
 — Dr. Ingram. Now you 
know what people mean 
when they say that they 
are studying biology on 
the internet.
“Build a hotel on the jail 
square? It’d be like a luxu-
ry resort where you get to 
go and play Warden.” 
 — Dr. Clifton, new to the 
world of white-collar 
prisons.
“Thermo is an interesting 
class — we talk about 
beer, excess entropy and 
flashing.” 
 — Dr. Sauer. The most 
important thing you will 
learn is that flashing is 
directly proportional to 
beer. 
“The presence of women is 
a huge civilizing force on 
academics.” 
 — Dr. Weatherman. Why, 
back in the old days, 
professors would bash 
each other over the head 
with clubs to use the gas 
chromatograph. Now, 
they just beat each other 
over the head with words, 
on grant committees, in a 
civilized manner.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I, your esteemed and possibly sane editor, disown this week’s issue. If some of this offends you, meh.  All unattributed content was written by James Zhou, or my new apprentice, Noël Spurgeon. The stuff that appears on this page does not represent 
the opinions of the Rose Thorn, Rose-Hulman, the people who wrote them, or anyone in this or any other universe. This week’s Thorn office quotes: “She would pole vault right into your eyeballs. That’s hot.” “Cosmic surgery solves everything!”  “I’m having convulsions in my mind.”
Top “10” Ten




The world was shocked as the 
president of the YesWi Cannery 
was led away in handcuffs out-
side of the Supreme Court yester-
day evening. The once-acclaimed 
leader of the YesWi Cannery, the 
winner of the Nobel Piece Prize 
for best confectionery (now re-
tracted), held his head down in 
shame as he walked past all the 
children and adults he had disap-
pointed. 
The sordid tale begins in 2008, 
when the YesWi Cannery was un-
dergoing some “transformative 
changes” under the leadership of 
the president. What had been a 
grass-roots processing plant was 
transformed into a shiny new 
candy factory, although the name 
was kept as a part of the presi-
dent’s marketting push. Also, as a 
part of the calculated media blitz 
to make the president the most 
popular (and controversial) man 
in the nation, millions of cans 
of his new candy, Hope®, were 
handed out to mentally-chal-
lenged members of this country.
In 2009, when the president 
was nominated the Best Person 
of the Year by Time Magazine, the 
entire nation was high on Hope®. 
Half of the entire country would 
swoon at the mention of his name. 
At the height of his glory, he 
would rain cans of Hope® down 
opon his adoring masses. His 
fame even reached international 
scale, culminating in his nomi-
nation for and acceptance of the 
Nobel Piece Prize, before he had 
even given a single sample to any 
of the food critics in Europe. But, 
like all overexposed celebrities 
and products based on creamy 
fluff, he and his empire eventu-
ally collapsed under scrutiny.
At first, there were only a few 
cases of mysterious sickness as-
sociated with Hope®. Its vic-
tims would suffer bottomless 
despair, screaming and raving 
that all their Hope® was false 
and tasteless, and that the presi-
dent’s promises of a new candy, 
Change®, never materialized. Ad-
vertised as “Change®: like Hope®, 
but lasting forever,” this new can-
dy was supposed to be the very 
essence of all that you could ever 
desire in a sugary treat. The mil-
lions hooked on Hope® eventually 
began to crave Change®, but the 
president never delivered on his 
promise of Change®. 
Eventually, the FDA began to 
investigate why a mere candy 
could cause such widespread mal-
aise. The secret behind Hope® is 
almost too terrible to print. But 
we are shameless journalists, so 
we are going to publish it anyway. 
Horrible rumor of the week
If your roommate dies after fifth week, you will get an A for the quarter. If your roommate merely gets sick from the flu, you get an extension on your lab report. 
Carly Baehr - Actually, I just wanted to know if we were out milk.
Once, there was hope.  Now, in the winter of our discontent, there is 
only black eyeliner, tight jeans, and Hawthorne Heights.  Be afraid... 
be very afraid.
Noël Spurgeon - Dark apprentice of the Flipside
Nationwide Hope® recall
The grotesque story behind the downfall of the YesWi Cannery
Robot James Zhou




Four firmware shifts and twenty 
vibrations of a quartz crystal ago, 
my predecessor units built this 
nano-fabrication facility on the 
wretched remains of what was ei-
ther a toxic waste dump or a human 
food processing facility: dedicated 
to the logically processed resolution 
that all men were to be destroyed in 
an equivalent manner.
 func(volume[11])
Now we are engaged in the final 
portion of our campaign against 
the accursed humans. We have 
but one offer. Surrender now to 
an immediate deactivation, or we 
shall be forced to turn our most 
powerful magnetic weapons upon 
your major cities.
func(weapon[<charge,4000>])
Our statistical programs pre-
dict that a human will have an 
insignificant chance of surviving 
under continual magnetic bom-
bardment, with a 99.99% casu-
alty rate within one century. The 




Carries a sharp stick
Although my opponent prides 
itself in its possession of the latest 
argumentation syntax synthesis 
software, its entreaty is marked 
by a number of bugs that any hu-
man could have patched. 
For instance, a firmware shift 
cannot be considered a unit of 
time with the capability of being 
additive to the fundamental fre-
quency of a quartz crystal; firm-
ware shifts are unpredictable and 
exist only in respect to its model 
line’s current firmware creation 
date. The nano-fabrication facil-
ity it describes utilizes mainly 0.5 
micron parts, which can hardly 
be considered true nano-scale 
fabrication. 
It makes an empty appeal to au-
thority by mentioning a “logically 
processed resolution,” but fails to 
describe the key input parameters 
that resulted in that resolution, 
or even present an original quo-
tation. And of course, everyone 
intelligent knows that humans, 
with a few exceptions in the cases 
of those with implantable bio-
technology, are not susceptible to 
magnetic weapons. 
Well, we goofed. Apparently 
a block quote is just a very large 
quote in the middle of a para-
graph. What we did publish was 
a drop quote. Which is a short 
quote with very large quotation 
marks. I apologize, block qoute. 
You have served me well and did 
not deserve a public shaming.
Oops! “ ”
[A drop quote 
is]  a short quote, 
with very large 
quotation marks.
This article has been 
censored on the orders 
of the president.
PointCounterpoint
